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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
350. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations: 
I refer to page 34 of the Building Commission “Final Report: Perth Children’s Hospital audit”, and I quote — 

The relative concentrations of metals in the dead leg could represent a characteristic signature of residues 
generally within the QEII ring main.  

Given the Building Commissioner has called for further independent testing of the whole ring main, has the minister 
commissioned independent testing of the QEII ring main in the best interests of public health; and, if not, why not?  
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
Thank you very much. It is very interesting to get this question from the Leader of the Opposition but I remind 
him that in December last year he said that the problem with lead came from a pipe under the road. He also said 
that the pipe was brand new and not part of Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. Indeed, he said that tests indicated that 
the contamination was contained to the new hospital building and not an issue at the adjacent Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Are you going to answer the question? 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: When did the Building Commission report come? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: That is also interesting. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You’re the minister, you received it, respond. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, please! I will give you leniency because you are the Leader of the 
Opposition. You have asked a question; just let him answer. You might not like the answer, but that is the one you 
are getting. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Indeed, I note the Leader of the Opposition was given a copy of the draft report during 
the caretaker period because he was the relevant minister. If he did not read the draft report, I am not sure why. 
I point out also that the report has been distributed to the public and everyone can read it. 

I will make a point. We have commissioned—not me as Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations because 
the report from the Building Commission is not a report to me; it is a report to the agencies that own the building, 
which are the Department of Treasury and the Department of Health. Apart from referring matters to the 
Building Ministers’ Forum, no action is required by the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. As 
I understand it, the Minister for Health, as he is allowed to do, has commissioned an independent review by the 
Chief Health Officer. Let me make it clear. The office of the Chief Health Officer is an independent statutory 
office. I make a point. It is very easy for the opposition to come in here and criticise public servants because they 
are not in a position to defend themselves. That is exactly what is happening here. The opposition is criticising the 
independence of the Chief Health Officer. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, the more noise! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: It’s you; you’re the minister. 

The SPEAKER: And you are getting called to order for the first time, Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Thank you very much, now I will complete my answer. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: Yay, please do. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: If members do not want me to answer their questions, why do they bother asking them? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: This is typical of the Liberal Party. Its members have no ideas of their own. They come 
in here to try to criticise on behalf of others what is happening with the solid government we are providing to this 
state. The next meeting of the Building Ministers’ Forum will be held in October in Queensland. As was 
recommended by the Building Commissioner we will request the BMF to ask the Australian Building Codes Board 
to look at this matter. I note that at the senior officers’ group in Darwin the Building Commissioner had already 
raised it directly with the ABCB. As an independent officeholder, he did not need my approval or involvement to 
do that. Every single recommendation in the report of the Building Commission has been acted on. 
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